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SUBJECT:NUCLEAR POWERED MERCHANT VESSELS: US POSITION ON 
1962 BRUSSELS CONVENTION 

1. IN INEORMAL DISCUSSIONS WITH BRITISH REPRESENTATIVES IN 
WASHINGTON, DEPTOEES WEREMADE AWARE OE MISCONCEPTION HELD 
BY HERR REINHARD GANTEN OE FRG MINISTRY OF JUSTICE CON- 
CERNING U.S. POSITION ON LIABILITY LIMITS IN BRUSSELS CON- 
VENTION AND OBTAINED DURING JUNE 19, 1974, TALKS IN BONN 

WITH EACT-FINDING GROUP HEADED BY MR. BANK. 

2. IT IS NOT, REPEAT NOT, U.S. POSITION THAT REVISION OR 
MODIEICATION OE THE CONVENTION PROVISIONS DEALING WITH THE 
LIMITS OF LIABILITY IS REQUIRED. IN HIS MEETING WITH THE 

ERG OEEICIALS, MR. BANK POINTED OUT THAT IN ADDITION TO THE 
WARSHIP PROBLEM U.S. ALSO EACED QUESTION OF DISCREPANCY 
BETWEEN LIMITS OE LIABILITY SPECIFIED IN ITS OWN INTERNAL 
CONEIDENTIAL 
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LEGISLATION AND THOSE SET OUT IN BRUSSELS CONVENTION, 
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BUT THAT THIS MATTER COULD BE RESOLVED BY INTERNAL USG 
LEGISLATIVE AND REGULATORY CHANGES. 

3. DEPARTMENT REQUESTS EMBASSY INEORM MR. GANTEN OF THE 
ABOVE. KISSINGER 



CONEIDENTIAL 
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